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Health  Area  Office, 
Castle  Green, 
LAU'NCESTON , 

Cornwall . 


Lo  Rich, 

TOa  ,ChoB.  ,D.P.H.  ,M»R.C.OoGo 
Medical  Officer  of  Healtho 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
BorQug:h  of  Dunheved,  otherwise  Launceston. 


Mr„  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors s 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1949. 

This  is  the  first  full  year  I have  had  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  problems  of  relating  the  health  needs  of  your  Borough  and 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  are  still  in  the  process  of  evolution 
and  I am  happy  to  report  that  Clinic  Services  in  the  main  centres  of 
population,  as  f oreshadovved  in  last  year's  Annual  Report,  have  now 
been  provided. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  is  satisfactory.  One  of 
3he  main  problems  in  your  Borough  is  the  provision  of  adequate  housing, 
jespite  the  Council's  efforts,  there  are  many  people  living  under 
I eplorable  conditions  and  many  young  married  people  are  unable  to  start 
home  of  their  own. 

I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council's  staff  for  their  kind 
p-operation  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  and  for,  their  ready  ahd 

A - T . 

jilting  assistance  which  has  enabled  me  to  carry  out  my  duties, 

! I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
1 Your  obediarit  servant, 

i J,  1.  /v 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


• I * 
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SECTION  A. 


Social  Conditions  of  Area 

and  Statistics. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

....  2,182 

(2,182). 

Population.  . . 

(4,515). 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  in  1949 

....  1,398 

(1,379  ). 

Rateable  value  in  1949  

. . . .£40,133.  (£39.561). 

Product  of  Id  rate  

£168.16.  7,(£159. 16. J 

Live  births. 

Total. 

Male . 

Female . 

Legitimate . 

55  (62) 

24  (28) 

31  (34). 

Illegitimate. 

4 (5) 

4 (4) 

- (1). 

Birth  rata  per  1,000  of  population  .. 

(14.83). 

Birth  rate  for  P^ngland  and  Vales  .... 

....  1 6 . 70 

litillbirths. 

Total . 

M ile . 

Female . 

Legitimate . 

- (3) 

~ (1) 

- (2) 

Illegitimate . 

1 (-) 

- (-) 

1 (-} 

1 

deaths  of  infants  under  1 year. 

i 

Total . 

iMale . 

Female . 

Legitimate. 

1 (1) 

- (1) 

1 (■-- ) 

; Illegitimate. 

- (-) 

- (-*) 

- (-} 

j Infant  mortality  rate  

(14.92). 

1 Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and 

Wales  . . 

eaths  of  all  causes. 

Total. 

Male . 

Female . 

70  (68) 

57  (31) 

33  (37). 

Death  rate  par  1,000  of  the  population  ....... 

(15.06) 

The  registered  causes  of  deaths  ’veres- 


1 

No, 

Causes  of  death. 

1 

Males . 

Females. 

i 

Total. 

1, 

Typhoid  and  paratyohoid  fevers. 

(-) 

(») 

(-) 

O 

^ • 

Gerebro-spinal  fever. 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

- 

(-} 

5. 

Scarlet  fever. 

(-)' 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

4. 

7ho oping  cough. 

(~) 

_ 

(-) 

(-) 

5. 

Diphtheria. 

(~) 

(») 

- 

(-) 

6 . 

Tuberculosis  - respiratory. 

1 

1 

(-) 

2 

(-] 

7. 

Tuberculosis  - other  forms. 

— 

(-) 

— 

(») 

- 

(-) 

8, 

Syphilitic  diseases. 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

9. 

Influenza. 

(-) 

(-) 

(=) 

10, 

Measle  s . 

(„) 

— 

(-) 

- 

(-)• 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis s polioencephalitis. 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

12. 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis. 

— 

(") 

— 

(“ ) 

- 

(“ ) 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagous. 

1 

(3)' 

— 

(1) 

1 

(4) 

14, 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

2 

(2) 

3 

(2) 

5 

(4) 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast. 

« 

C-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-1 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

4 

(6) 

5 

(3) 

9 

(9) 

17. 

Diabetes . 

1 

(0) 

(3) 

2 

(2) 

3 

(2) 

18. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions. 

3 

4 

(4) 

7 

(7) 

19. 

Heart  disease. 

8 

(7) 

4 

(14) 

12 

(21) 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulation. 

2 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

21. 

Bronchitis. 

1 

(~) 

(~) 

1 

(-)' 

22. 

Dneumonia. 

1 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

4 

(2) 

-2. 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

1 

(--) 

1 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

(-) 

124. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 

(™) 

1 

1 

|25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years). 

— 

(") 

~ 

- 

("} 

26. 

Appendicitis. 

(-) 

— 

~ 

- 

(~) 

27. 

Other  digestive  disorders. 

3 

(1) 

— 

3 

(»} 

28. 

Nephritis. 

1 

(») 

2 

{-) 

3 

(-) 

29. 

jluerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis. 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes. 

— 

(-) 

- 

{-) 

- 

(-1 

31. 

Premature  birth. 

(-} 

— 

(-) 

■- 

(-) 

32. 

Congenital  malformation:  birth  injury; 
infantile  disorders. 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

(4) 

33. 

Suicide . 

— 

(4 

(-) 

134. 

Roc.d  traffic  accidents. 

(-) 

(-)' 

35. 

1 Other  vjdent  causes. 

2 

(-  J 

1 

(3) 

3 

(3) 

36, 

■ All  otxher  causes. 

5 

(2> 

4 

16] 

9 

(8) 

(figures  in  brackets  are  for  1948) 


SECT  10 R B. 


Gonoral  provision  of  Hoalih  Sorvicos. 


a,  L ABO  R AT  0 RY  EaG  I LI  TI , 

Tiio  Council  has  the  free  use  of  ihe  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Exotar,  for  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  water,  milk,  icecream: 
and  food  samples.  In  addition,  examinations  are  carried  out  on 
swabs  and  specimens  submitted  to  enable  diagnosis  of  infectious 
diseases  to  be  made. 

From  this  Laboratory  too,  we  now  obtain  m-aterial  for  immunisation 
and  vaccination  and  stocks  of  anti-sera  are  kept  always  immediately 
available  at  the  Launceston  Hospital. 

b.  GLIHIG  LAG I LI TIES. 

Infant  Velfare  Clinics.  Regular  fortnightly  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  are  held  in  our  premises  in  the  Health  Clinic  Centre  in  the 
Castle  G-reen.  These  premises  have  been  adapted  for  office  and  clinic 
use  and  are  proAT-ing  admirable  for  tne  purpose.  The  number  of  infant 
attendances  below  the  age  of  5 years  seen  at  the  Clinic  during  the 
year  194-9  was  323.  The  main  object  of  this  clinic  is  to  apply  the 
principles  of  Preventive  Medicine  and  to  carry  out  a comprehensive 
Health  Education  Scheme. 


In  addition  to  the  regular  clinics,  talking 
were  given  during  the  year  and  it  is  proposed  to 
with  our  own  Still  Projector  unit  a.nd  build  up  a 
film  strips. 


film  demonstrations 
provide  ourselves 
Library  of  appropriate 


The  subjects  of  these  shows  cover  a,  variety  of  interesting  and 
valuable  aspects  of  Health  TMucation  such  as  Liphtheria  immunisation, 
vaccination  against  Smallpox,  Infant  and  Children's  diets,  correct 
posture,  breast  feeding,  prevention  of  spread  of  respiratory  diseases, 
the  clean  handling  of  food,  the  Ante-Natal  care  of  the  mother  and  a 
variety  of  similar  valuable  subjects. 


It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  immediate  or  long  term  effect  of 
this  aspect  of  Preventive  Medicine  and  I feel  sure  the  effort  must  be 
made  in  order  that  a generation  of  children  will  be  educated  in  the 
positive  aspects  of  good  health  and  so  prevent  many  of  the  medical 
conditions  arising  which  are  coating  the  Nation  at  the  present  moment 
such  an  enormous  sum  of  money, 

Mothercraft  training.  Wo  have  no'w  commenced  monthly  Mother  cruft 
Training  Clinics,  whose  object  is  to  teach  the  mother  the  fundamentals 
of  labour  and  adequate  preparation  for  the  newborn  child. 

It  is  now  definitely  established  that  much  of  the  fear  and  many  of 
the  difficulties  experienced  by  tiie  mother  during  the  trials  of  labour 
and  th^  first  few  weeks  after  tne  birth  of  tiie  child,  can  be  consider- 
ably mitigated  by  a wfell  prepared  scheme  of  instruction,  exercises  and 
-advice.  The  success  of  such  a clinic  depends  to  a large  extent  on  the 

p.  t , 0 . 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29172202 


on  tho  knowlodgo  nnd  onthusinsm  of  tiio  Nursing  Stuff. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic.  A weekly  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Castle  G-reen  premises  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  regional  Hosoital 
Board  and  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  from  Sxeter  is  available  once  a montn. 

dye  Clinic.  An  dye  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  errors  of  refraction 
amongst  school  children  was  stu-ted  in  Launceston  during  the  year  and  an 
Jye  Specialist  from  Plymouth  is  available. 

Dental  Clinic,  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I have  to  report  that 
we  are  still  witnout  a regular  School  Dentist.  Two  rooms  in  the  Clinic 
hive  been  converted  into  an  excellent  Dental  Surgery  and  itecovery  Room 
and  we  have  all  the  appa.r.atus  necessary  for  this  Kind  of  work.  The  Senior 
School  Dental  Officer  does,  on  occasion,  come  to  Launceston  to  deal  with 
orthodontic  cases  and  such  ur'gencies  as  are  referred  to  him  by  me.  There 
has  been  no  regular  inspection  of  school  children  for  the  past  two  years. 
Before  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  Dental  Service  provided  by  the 
County  Council  did  valuable  worn,  not  only  in  treatment  but  in  prevention 
of  dental  defects.  While  it  is  possible  for  parents  to  t axe  their  children 
to  the  Dentist  in  general  practice  free  of  charge,  and  m.any  parents  do  this, 
the  greater  proportion  of  children  get  no  regular  dentil  inspection.  The 
Future  treatment  of  these  neglected  Ceases  will,  I feel  sure,  cost  the 
country  more  than  if  we  now  pro /idod  a School  Dentist  at  a realistic 
salary. 

c.  AivibUjjANC^  SBRVICijo 

During  the  year,  the  County  Council,  Wxho  is  the  Ambulance  Authority, 
instituted  a County  Call-out  system.  The  main  object  of  this  was  to  have 
some  means  of  co-ordinating  the  County  Ambulance  Service  as  a whole  in 
order  to  run  the  Ambulance  Service  as  economically  as  possible  to  cope 
with  the  isuch  increased  demaxids  for  this  typo  of  transport.  All  that  is 
now  necessary  for  a Doctor  to  summon  an  ambulance,  is  to  lift  up  his 
receiver  and  call  "Ambulance”  giving  details  of  his  requirements.  It  is 
then  our  duty  to  provide  the  nearest  available  embulanco  in  the  shortest 
possible  time  and  thus  relieves  the  Doctor  of  finding  alternate  ambul- 
ance snould  the  local  ambulance  be  ilready  in  use. 

Since  the  inception  Q.f  the  National  Health  Act  in  July,  1948,  the 
worx  of  the  Ambulance  Service  in  this  irea  has  doubled  and  although  no 
figures  are  available  of  what  work  the  ambulance  did  prior  to  July,  1948, 
if  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  the  worK  now  done  is  at  least  three  times  as 
much.  This  is  not  the  place  to  go  into  the  reasons  wiiy  this  has  occurred, 
but  some  are  fairly  obvious,  such  as  the  larger  demands  being  made  on  the 
G-eneral  Practitioners  witn  the  advent  of  a free  Health  Service.  Despito 
tne  greatly  increased  volume  of  worx,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  our 
Ambulance  -jervico  here  has  met  all  its  committments  and  I have  had  several 
expressions  vf  satisfaction  from  the  General  Practiti  owners  on  the  courtesy, 
efficiency  and  speed  with  whicii  all  members  of  my  staff  are  dealing  with 
their  cases. 


d. 


H05?IT \l  car  GURVIOE 


Daring  the  year  the  demands  of  this  Service  have  been  greatly 
increased  and  it  has  been  foand  necessary  to  provide  a special 
Utilicon  Ambalance  stationed  in  this  area.  Although  this  vehicle 
is  primarily  for  the  use  of  the  sitting  type  of  case,  it  can,  in 
an  emergency,  be  used  as  an  ambulance  and  this  has  increased  oar 
cover. 


One  of  the  main  reasons  for  allocating  this  vehicle  to  the 
area  by  the  Jounty  Council,  vas  to  redace  the  ever  increasing  .costs 
of  this  Service  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a considerable  saving  has 
alrealA/-  been  effected  with  no  diminution  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Service,  This  vehicle  is  capable  of  carrying  up  to  six  patients 
to  Hospital  by  arranging  the  duties  in  a suitable  manner,  whereas 
formerly  several  private  cars  would  have  been  necessary  to  do  the 
same  worx, 

c.  R.DGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 


ill  hospitals  are  now  under  the  control  and  management  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  exercise  of  this  control  is  through  Hospital  Msnagements 
Committees,  wao  co-ordina.te  the  worm  of  groaes  of  hospitals  in  one 
particular  area. 

As  Medic  1 Officer  of  Health  I am  not  involved  in  the  running 
of  the  hospitals  and  the  worm  they  do  is  completely  outside  my 
j irisdiction  and  consequently  I am  not  in  a position  to  give  any 
report  on  their  activities. 

This  loss  of  control  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  over 
certain  hospitals,  particularly  Isolation  Hospital  and  Sanatoria 
is  a serious  blow  to  the  prevention  of  disease. 

Prior  to  July,  1948,  the  ruling  authority  over  Isolation 
Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  was  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who 
decided  the  type  of  case  that  sho  ild  be  admitted,  Ve  are  now  in 
a position  when  we  have  to  accept  the  ruling  of  an  Authority  over 
the  admission  of  cases  to  hospitals,  who  have  no  xnowl  edge  of 
local  conditions. 

In  my  view  tne  Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  be  given  the 
unquestioned  right  of  admissio.n  of  all  infectious  and  tuberculous 
cases,  worxing,  of  course,  in  co-operation  with  the  Hospital 
Authorities  and  general  practitioners. 


3. ACTION  G 


DRyVIilAGG  Xi'iD  oG 

a.  Jaring  thvi  y^ir,  a length  oi  new  trun.'C  s iwer  has  been  laii. 
This  sewer  is  15”  in  diameter  and  a length  of  approximately 
1,000  yards  was  constracted. 

bo  dumeroAS  drains  of  existing  baildings  were  tested  as  repaired. 
All  new  drains  both  to  existing  and  ne',7  baildings  were  tested 
either  by  water  pressare  or  smoxe. 

c.  The  reports  of  the  effluents  of  the  sewage  v/or^cs  were 
consistently  bad.  This  was  reported  to  the  Co  moil  and  a Scheme 
for  enlargement  and  redesign  oi  the  present  worxs  is  in  the  coarse 
of  preparation. 

/ATGR 


a.  During  the  year  new  chlorination  and  anti-corrosive  plant 
has  been  installed  at  the  ’/indmill  Service  Reservoir,  This  is 
a marxed  improvement  on  the  previous  method  of  chlorination  and 
it  is  now  possible  to  chlorinate  th^  water  effectively  and  thus 
guarantee  a safe  supply.  The  equipment  which  has  been  manufactured 
by  Wallace  and  Tierney,  consists  of  three  re-agent  feeders,  two 
of  which  produce  chloramine.  Chloramine  has  the  advantage  of 
persisting  for  a long  ti,.e  in  the  water  and  thus  safegaarding  the 
sterilisation.  The  third  injection  of  Silicate  of  Soda  is  to 

render  the  water  suitable  for  an  effective  chlorination.  The 
apparat  IS  is  worxing  satisfactorily  and  is  being  well  maintained. 


b.  The  supply  at  the  source  was  ample,  even  during  the  summer 
droight.  Trouble  was  experienced  however,  on  the  truni-j;  main 
and  it  was  necessary  for  the  water  to  be  turned  off  at  times  for 
comparatively  short  periods. 

c.  S am  pies  Six  samples  of  water  were  tested  bacteriologically 

during  tne  year  and  all  fell  into  Grade  1 of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Scale. 

5 nOJTIHD  IxiSPDCTIOHS 


Ho , in 
District 


No.  of  Visits 
in  1949 


Defects  Defects 
Foand  Remedied 


Bake- 
ho  is^'S 

6 

12 

Dairies 

3 

10 

Food  pre 

• - 

par at ion 
pr^misos 

20 

50 

Factor- 

ies 

72 

47 

2 2 

1 ^ 1 

5 5 
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Thjro  5 R^gistcrod  Dairies  in  iha  nraT.  nnd  6 RGgistor3d 

Distribuiors  of  Milk  - of  tho  distribuiors 


Rastoarisod  1 

T,T.  0 (1  otlior  T,T,  but  sold  angradod) 

Accroditod  1 

Rost  ungrad od 

During  tho  yoar  10  milk  sumplos  woro  ta-^on,  2 of  thoso  wore 
failures  and  tho  County  Council  wis  informed  of  tho  name  of 
tho  producer. 


During  the  yoar  control  of  cowsheds  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Loca,l  Authority  into  those  of  the  County  Council. 
This  means  that  when  bad  spunples  are  tanen  the  only  action  that 
the  Local  .Authority  can  tamo  is  to  inform  the  County  Authoritie 
and  the  matter  passes  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local 
Authority.  Some  trouble  was  experienced  with  one  producer  and 
some  worm  was  carried  out  to  improve:  the  conditions  of  tho 
cowsheds,  but  after  the  passing  of  the  act  this  passed  out  of 
our  hands. 

I CD- CRD  All 

There  is  now  only  one  ice-cream  manufactirer  in  the 
borough  and  new  machinery  has  boon  installed  in  this  premises. 
The  other  producer  has  moved  out  of  the  borough  and  now  has  a 
factory  just  outside  the  area. 

During  the  year,  9 s,am,ples  wore  taken  and  sent  to  the 
jPublic  Laboratory,  the  results  of  these  samples  were  very  mixed 
but  it  is  hoped  on  the  new  machinery  is  working  properly,  the 
samples  'n±11  be  more  consistent, 

JNSeJUD  ROOD 

25  inspections  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  condemning 
tinned  and  other  food,  and  a considerable  amount  of  food  was 
condemnei.  It  must  be  rememberei  however  that  although  the 
population  of  the  Borougn  is  small,  it  serves  a very  wide  area 
and  there  is  a wholesaler  in  the  area, 

MD..T  IhoRDCTIOH 

During  t.ae  year  the  following  animals  were  killed  at 
the  Launceston  Abattoir 


Cuttle 

2272 

Calves 

2617 

Sheep 

60  2 0 

Pigs 

40  5 

of  tno  30  unimuls  tno  foil  ovi  11 
for  hUii'un  consumption i- 

g voro 

cond  imnod  us  unfit 

Cuttlo 

116 

G ulvo  3 

23 

Plus  22,000  lbs  of 
offal  und  trimaiings 

Sheep 

lol 

Pigs 

12 

In  tho  coir 30  of  tho  your 

iissutisf action  was  oxorossod 

to  tho  l.Iinistry  if  Fool  v/ith  rogari  tD  tlio  conditiono  "it 
tiij  '..bn^ttoir.  lorj:  ho.3  boon  corriod  out  to  tho  sunitury 
ofiicoG,  trio  oipo  'yotk  of  ’viiich  hud  boon  dumogod,  Tho 
mujor  uorxC  in  tho  sluught.ir  hull  und  tho  cooling  rooiii  nus 
n^t  us  yot  boon  curriod  Dut,  th jugh  ut  u mooting  nith  tho 
r 3 pros  nitutivo  if  tho  Ilinistry,  ourly  ucti  311  nus  promisod. 
Tnis  woriv  incl  idos  ultorutions  to  tho  cooling  hull  so  us  to 
givo  moro  room,  moro  lighting 5 und  th.i  Soourution  of  tho 
obvijasly  dis^jus  >1  mout  from  tho  iijut;  und  ultorutions 

tj  til)  sluugntjr  hull  so  thut  unimuls  cun  bo  moro  oxpodi- 
ti-jisly  iiunilod^  und  tii^-  or  ovi si  on  of  hot  'I'-rtor  f or  tho 
storilising  of  im,)lomont3  uii  tho  v/usliing  of  hunds, 

A-ix'ij  AxID  iiiO.j  D ■ j oTR JUi Oii 

Tho  Council's  rofus^  dimo  und  tho  soworugo  r/orxs 
r^coivo;!  routino  tro'itaiont.  In  udiition  lu  orivito  proai33-.s 
rocoivod  u totul  jf  76  tr^utnunts  with  tho  hnovn  lostrictimi 
of  260  ruts.  host  of  tho  ruts  iostroyod  iunovor,  uro  ut 
tho  ooivorugu  Vorics  und  tho  Sluto  puurryjmd  it  is  ostimutod 
tnut  almost  IjOuO  ruts  w>jro  dostroyod  ut  those  oromisos, 

GLCln  FOoD  C h!.?..I0h 

Your  Council  ho.3  udoptjd  tho  ilod-il  Byj-luus  for  tho 
pr)toction  und  'hundling  of  food,  'i-lthoUi^h  tlioso  li^’-o-luus 
uro  u vuluublo  stop  in  tho  right  diroctiin,  much  iniro 
romuins  to  bo  dono-  b.jf  ir^  tn.j  Public  cm  bo  udoqiutoly 
pritaictod  -ug.uinst  food  Poisoning  Orgmisms,  Ivory  effort 
is  iiudo  un.m  visiting  Hotels,  Cufos  und  Rostuurunts  to 
impress  on  th^  pr  opri^t  irs  tno  i.nportunco  if  tho  cloun 
hundling  of  fo^jd  consnir^d  by  thoir  cistomors. 

hlthougn  fojd  Poisoning  is  u notifiable  disouso,  only 
occusionul  cusos  uro  nitifiod.  There  is  oviljiico,  hoivovor. 


:)f  tru  -yi  la-s or  j'li  pr.^vrloncj  :)f  mili  ^aii  ovon  nn-ro  s-rijis 
T-tt  \c;cs  jf  iiq,rrir;oo.  o.ni  voiniting  ’Yhicli  ^,’3  anroc^ri^l.  In 
tho  lost  rosort,  tii^j  s iccoss  rl  nny  Glonn  tool  Cnmpnign 
Jivjosnis  on  tiu  intolligint  co-jporntion  jI  tho  fjjl  linnll^rs 
mil  in  oil  K-gulotiOiis  mil  Byo-lo-'ys,  ovory  of  fort  is  iuoio  to 
got  tnis  Go-oporolci  jii,  -ini  I on  gloi  to  report  txiot  tho 
gonorol  rospons'^  is  g^^oi. 


Promisos  trootoi 
x-i  0 , of  t r 0 ot mo n 1 3 
Poisons  isol  .xPS,  2o  oz, 
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'11, J DJE.3CTS  DJRI.^G  YJAR 


Overcrowding  5 

Ago ping  of 
nninirls  2 

Saniinry  ac corns 
Insufficiont  0 

OofoctivG  2 

Drainage  Repair  4 

Offensive  accnlsl 
Dampness  ■ 7 

Roofs  3 

Floors  3 

Vails  and 
Ceilings  3 

Defective  water 
supply  5 


Total  number  of  visits  during  the  year  7;as  ep  proximately  1300 
plus  400  to  the  abattoir,  ' 


R-eFJoD  COLLECT  I ON 

During  the  yeir  the  Council  purchased  a refuse  vehicle  and 
started  their  own  collection.  Previously,  this  had  been  done 
by  contract.  This  present  arrangement  is  a marxed  improvement 
on  the  previous  system.  Household  refise  is  collected  twice 
per  WGGiC  and  wiste  material  once  per  weem.  Disposal  is  at  the 
elate  Quarry  in  South  Petherwin  Road  and  is  free  from  nuisance. 


3:^0  T I ON  D 


KoUoIi'!  Gr 

Oarin^  tli3  year,  the  Council's  Horsing  Hrograniine  has  progressed 
very  sL  owly.  Seven  permanent  houses  from  the  original  contract 
’vere  completed  and  occupied  firing  The  total  n'amher  of 

oermanent  post-war  houses  is  now  p2.  Contracts  were  let  for  a 
further  Id  houses  and-  these  are  now  in  process  of  completion. 

The  Council  has  undertaken  and  completed  the  tempor-ary  housing 
project.  Twenty  war-time  hits  were  converted  before  1943  and 
during  tne  y-^ar  a f irther  19  were  rendered  ho,bitable,  'Vh^n  you 
consider  thit  the  numb-.}r  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  -aiting 
List  is  165?  together  with  the;  fact  that  there  are  many  people  not 
on  the  /aiting  List  living  in  houses  only  fit  for  condemnation,  the 
Council  must  risCLise  that  this  is  the  most  serious  problem  they  have 
to  face,  hiring  the  year,  one  Closing  Order  -'ind  one  Demolition 
Order  was  served. 


Provaljncj  and  Control  of  Infjctious  and  Otlior  Disaasds 


For  tno  oiroo33  of  conparison,  tlio  prjvalonco  of  infoctious 
disaaoos  in  tho  o,d joining  district  of  which  I :un  also  Nodical  Officor 
of  Hj.alth,  is  given s- 


Iajihority 


■Launceston  Borough 
■Launceston  Rural  District 

■Budj-Stratt on  Urban  District 

\ 

iStratton  Riral  District 

Canolford  Rural  District 
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It  would  now  ssjn  that  sacxh  dUiiimor  and  Autumn  "/ill  Lo  ch'/.ract oris ed 
oy  the  prov'^lencs  of  Poliomyelitis.  The  first  considvir’cLlo  outbroam 
in  this  Country  occArrsd  in  the  year  1947j  prior  to  this  dat^  only 
sporadic  cases  used  to  occ/r  and  it  is  difficult  to  explain  why  in  this 
Country  the  disease  has  reached  minor  epidoaiic  proportions. 

It  must  be  emehasised  that  in  rela,tion  to  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  in  the  Country  es  a whole,  the  namber  of  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  is  at  the  present  relatively  s.aall  -and  whilst  no  •atte.iipt 
is  being  made  to  mitigate  the  seriousness  of  this  disease,  the  'amount  of 
publicity  arhich  it  receives  by  the  Press  and  over  the  "ireless,  iO'OS 
t^nd  to  exaggerate  the  position  ixi  the  minds  of  the  Cxoner  il  Public. 


Polioniyoliti 3 is  a dissaso  of  all  agos  ani  is  particularly 
iifficalt  to  contido  bo  verg'd  virus  arc  responsible  for  differ  ont 

typrs  of  the  disease  ^nd  evidence  has  acc  iinmulated  ahich  snrts  th't 
in  "diition  to  actual  j^novn  cases,  it  may  be  spread  eitxher  by  healtxiy 
carriers  or  persons  suffering  from  mild  undetected  forms  of  the 
disease.  This  may  occur  either  by  droplet  infection  sprayed  in  the 
atmosphere,  or  by  their  excretal  products  contcj.iin''f ing  food,  millc  and 
water.  There  is  a f irther  possibility  thit  flies  coming  into  contact 
with  the  excretal.  products  of  such  people  iiaay  also  spread  tne  disease, 
Ve  are  firth^r  hampered  by  th^  fact  that  there;  is  no  rapid  Laboratory 
method  of  diagnosin,g  the  condition  similar  to  txie  thrxat  sv-b  in 
Diphtheria,  This,  it  is  not  possible  easily  to  detect  carriers  or 
very  ioild  cases  who  ar^  as  equally  infDctious  as  the  inf^rtunate 
individual  vh  i develops  extensive  paralyses. 

The  steps  t axen  sa  tne  occo-rrence  of  a case;  consist  of  xeeping  tne 
General  Dr actitioner 3,  xV^urs  ^s  ani  all  otiiers  concerned,  fully  informel, 
Tne  schools  aro  notified  Oxiil  teener  al  instrictions  givbxn,  b aspects 
■'ind  doibtfil  cases  are  refjrre.i  to  me  and  where  necessary  admitted'  to 
Isolation  xixspit^l  for  observ' .,ti on  ani  confirmation.  Contacts  of 
all  cases  ar.^  xept  nider  strict  s'lrveillanc j intil  it  is  jbviois  tnat 
tney  are  nit  going  tj  develop  the  iisease, 

TJ3  j X , C J .jjvJ  ol  le  . 

It  IS  ratiher  a distirbing  fact  as  point-ii  0 .it  by  our  County  Medical 
officer  ;f  xiealth.  Dr . R.  h,  Curn O'?,  tiiat  Tuberculosis  each  yeai  xills 
veil  over  100  patients  in  Oern'/all.  It  is  rather  a'l  ironic  situation 
vnen  txiis  li3,^ase  is  ciripared  with  Inf  axitile  Daralysis,  '7hic.h  as 
poixitel  out  previoisly,  costs  Sj  much  a year. 


During  the  year  194b  there  was  an  epileniic  of  Doliomyelitis  in  the 
Countj/  which  w.as  resoo.nsible  for  8 deaths  and  wheroas  at  the  moment, 

Very  little  C'-^.n  be  done  in  the  way  of  prevention  of  Infantile  Daralysis, 
it  is  pjssible,  in  fact  it  is  almost  certain,  that  Tuberculosis  c"-!!  be 
3 1 amp  el  out,  400  people  every  wee.i  die  of  Tuberculosis  in  this 
Ceiiitry,  ani  altho  igh  the  incidence  of  the  Iisease  has  been  falling 
steadily  for  a con3iiera,ble  periol,  we  now  have  eviience  that  it  is 
again  on  txho  incroase,  particularly  in  Scotland  and  the  North  of 
Cngl  an.i,  The  xey  to  the  problem  of  tho  er  adicati  in  of  Tfoercilosis 
is  aieqiat-x  noising  ani  gool  living  conditions  sucoortod  by  a sufficient 
lumber  of  available  .Canatoriim  beds,  so  tli-oh  cases  or  suspecte  1 oorsons 
may  be  qiickly  isolated  and  treated.  In  addition,  contacts  must  be 
r--^g'ilarly  supo;rvi.30i  over  a loii;^  poriod. 


The  ins tit  it i on 
population  '^w.ild  io 
only  to  tho  bonefit 
prevoxitien  of  jtxior 


jf  M i.ss-raii  loraphy  of  large  sections  of  tho 
mich  to  iotect  t.he  insusoe cto .1  and  oarly  c-.s-, 
oi  txiat'  paiticilar  iniiviiual  bit  also  in  the 
c a 3 o s ^ CO ir r i ng , 


n ot 


scxhexi^i  is  aboit  to  st'art  in  Cornwall  to  tr^at  cont'icts  of  c'^ses 
.^f  Tub  ere  il->ei3  mo  n avo  not  yxt  develoooi  t.Lae  iisoase  txi^mselves, 
witn  3.J.G.  vacciiio.  Tais  is  a modified  form  jf  the  tib..rcilou3 


v.rg'inis;n  r^'atch  is  h-^.ruilass  iisalf  bii  ivnon  injaciai  is  C'^pa.bli  of 
onabling  inj  inlivilu'il  to  rosist  tho  iiso^iso. 

It  is  by  iiio'’.3aro3  siacli  ^-3  thos^,  togathor  'oith  txio  oJ.jooo.to  haasing 
of  C'^sis  rot  irnoi  cirol  from  Sanatoria.,  that  this  Plagao"  c^n 

ana  shoill  bo  oraiicatoi^  A vary  high  priority  for  housing  mast  bo 
givon  to  tiborcaloas  casos  by  tho  Coaiicii  if  tho  schoma  is  to  succo^i. 

fa  PiiTii-jiaxa  -1.  iai'.iU  ill  I (j'iT  aOi\'  AihO  '/Ai^oaiiiAi’aOi'j 

faring  tho  yoar  134^,  tho  naiiibor  of  fiphthoria  iriLmnisations  has  95 
anl  viccinations  45. 

I ploasoi  to  rop^rt  that  Jaring  thw  yoar  no  casos  of  Diphthoria 
occarrol  in  this  District. 

It  is  intoi'-osting  to  noto  that  10  years  ago,  Diphtheria  'vas  respon- 
sible for  42  ieaths  in  the  Doanty,  hheroas  this  year  there  have  been  no 
leaths . 


